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The Manila Chamber Singers Performs in Victoria on June 23 

 
Mark your Calendars!  The Manila Chamber Singers 
(MCS) will perform at the First Metropolitan United 
Church,  on Saturday, June 23, 2012, 7:00 p.m.   The 
MCS aims to showcase Filipino choral artistry to 
various audiences all over the world. 

The MCS is composed of young professionals and 
students who share a passion for fine choral music.  
Founded in April 1999, MCS is a seasoned participant 

in international festivals, and has won several 
international choral competitions including: 

 Grand Prix - 3rd Antalya International Choral 
Festival in Antalya, Turkey (2011) 

 Gold Diploma in the Sacred Choral Music 
Category and Silver Diploma in the Chamber 
Choir of Mixed Voices Category - 3rd Inter- 

national Anton Bruckner Choir Competition and Festival in 
Linz, Austria (2011) 

 Silver Diploma in the Mixed Choir Category and the Gold 
Diploma, 2nd Place in the Folksong Category, Special Prize 
of the Town of Bad Ischl for the Best Folkloric Programme - 
8th International Choir Competition in Bad Ischl, 
Salzkammergut, Austria (2007) 

 Second prize, intermediate age group category and the Best 
Performance of Competition, 8th China International 
Chorus Festival, Beijing, China 

 Fourth place, Folksong Category at the 41st Interna-tional 
Choral competition in Spittal an der Drau-Carinthia, Austria 

 Silver Medal in the Musica Sacra Acapella Category and 
Bronze Medal in the Mixed Chamber Choir Category, 3rd 
Choral Olympics in Bremen, Germany 

 
Continued on page 2 --> 
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 Gold Diplomas in the Mixed Chamber Choir 
Category and Best Interpretation of Czech music; 
Silver Diploma in the Folksong Category and 
Audience Prize and Finalist in the Grand Prix, 18th 
International Festival of Academic Choirs, 
Pardubice, Czech Republic 

Their performance in Victoria is part of their North 
American Tour that will take MCS to Powell River, BC 
to compete in the International Choral Kathaumixw 
choral festival from July 3 to 7.   

Established in 1982, Kathaumixw (pronounced Ka-
thou-mew), a Coast Salish word meaning "a gathering 
together of different people", is the largest choral 
festival of its kind in Canada.  Today, more than 1,200 
singers from around the world gather at the festival 
to share their music, culture and friendship. 

William Lloyd S. Cordero,  
MCS conductor graduated 
from the University of the 
Philippines College of Music.  
He was a singer of the MCS 
from 2003-2004, before he 
was appointed as conductor in 
2010.  

Prepare to be wowed again 
with beautiful music! Bring the 
whole family and all of your 
friends!   
 
For tickets or for more details, contact Laila Pires at 
lailapires@shaw.ca or 250-479-8781, or Dominga Passmore at 
domingapass@gmail.com. 

The Queen's Diamond Jubilee Medal Awarded to Laila Pires, VFCA President  

Laila receiving the medal from Esquimalt Councillor       
Lynda M. Hundleby and MP Randall Garrison  

Laila Pires, President of the Victoria Filipino Canadian Association and 
Treasurer of the Bayanihan Cultural and Housing Society, received one 
of the commemorative medals to mark the 60th Anniversary of the 
Queen's accession to the Throne and in recognition of her contributions 
to Canada.  

She was nominated and selected by our Member of Parliament, Randall 
Garrison.  She received the medal and certificate at the ceremony on 
May 19th at the Esquimalt Municipal Hall.  

Laila strikes a pose with Chandu Claver, Leonor Santos, Lorina Miklenic, Barbara 
McDavid, Amabel de Lara, Dominga Passmore, Sid Emmanuel and MP Randall Garrison 
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Jolly Victoria Filipino Associations Joined Victoria Day Parade 

By Laila Pires 

A cloudy, drizzly day did not dampen the spirits of over 
150 Filipino participants at the 114th Victoria Day Parade 
on May 21st.  Representing all regions of the Philippines, 
they started gathering at Mayfair Mall at 7:30 a.m. and 
started moving down Douglas Street by 9:40 a.m. 

The Victoria Filipino Canadian Association walking group 
entry was led by two flag bearers and two giant dolls 
dressed as the typical Filipino rural folks in brightly 
colored tops and scarves.  Ben Pires and Jojo Partosa 
gamely donned on the giant figures made of rattan and 
papier mache through the parade route.   

They were followed by an impressive Cordillera group 
dressed in authentic, brightly colored woven skirts and G-
strings led by Mark Ogen  and Randy Tocanog. The 
group's bronze gongs provided the rhythm for the whole 
contingent.  The group had a well-rehearsed, uniformly 
executed dance that entertained parade watchers.   

The Cordillera group was followed by participants in 
regional festival outfits depicting the ati-atihan,  
Sandugo, and Flores de Mayo.  The ati-atihan festival 
portrayed the aetas who were the first settlers of 
southern Philippines.  Sandugo re-enacted the blood 
compact between Spanish conqueror, Miguel de Legazpi, 
and native ruler, Sikatuna.  Miss Valentine Queen, 
 Victoria Jetko with escort Anthony Noonan, walked 
under an arch decked with flowers.   

The deep religiosity of the Filipinos was also depicted by 
 Sinulog from Cebu where a variety of Santo Nino statues 
were carried and a representation from Jesus is Lord 
group marched alongside.  A fiesta scene was depicted by 
many smiling, costumed participants with a nipa hut that 
was carried to show bayanihan, the performance of the 
favorite Philippine folk dance,  Tinikling, and the 
impersonation of  Philippines' pride champion boxer, 
Manny Pacquiao, by  Garvey Quiray.  

After the parade, the participants proceeded to the 
Bayanihan Community Centre where hot delicious Filipino 
food - adobo, pancit, menudo and rice - awaited them.  
Dominga Passmore, Leonor Santos and their kitchen crew 
greeted the participants with pride and praises.  They 
watched the TV to follow the parade proceedings and 
some ran one block down on Fisgard Street to personally 
cheer the Filipino contingent as they passed. 

The most significant comment heard about the VFCA 
participation coming out of this entry is the unison and 
pride.  No doubt the costumes are colorful, the traditions 
are varied, the dances are entertaining. But more so, 
spectators commented how happy the group looked, they 
smiled, waved and walked with pride.   

The spirit of friendship and cooperation that filled the 
Centre after the parade was palpable.  Filipino Canadians 
are prominently recognized in Victoria for their pride in 
their culture and their active participation in the celebration 
of multiculturalism in Canada. 

This year's Victoria Day parade committee head was Norma 
Duy who also arranged to get many of the cultural props 
from the Philippines.  The last minute arrival of the 
shipment was made possible through the help of Miguel 
Gavar and Ralph White.  Norma was assisted by Rose 
Townsend, Gina Lagat,  Lorina Miklenic, Ben Pires and Laila 
Pires  in prop preparation, Dominga Passmore in costumes 
and Annette Beech in recruitment of participants. Props 
dismantling and storage were done by Minda Rogerson, 
Fredilyne Ruiz and Rodel Agravia. 

Thanks to all the participants who bravely ignored the 
pouring rain and the uncharacteristically low May 
temperature in their Philippine costumes, and the kitchen 
crew who prepared the delicious meal (but unfortunately 
missed the parade fun).   

We'll be in the parade again next year!  Promise! 
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When Jittery Gie Met The Prince of Wales 

by Gie Pinangat 

I was an Aerospace Telecommunications and Information 
Systems technician in the Canadian Air Force.  After nine 
years of Military service, it's time to move on.  I have al-
ways wanted to journey into business for a long time and 
that is the reason why I enrolled in University of Victoria's 
Business Administration program.  I truly enjoyed the 
program and saw myself continuing along this path. 

The Prince’s Operation Entrepreneur, in partnership with 
The Canadian Youth Business Foundation (CYBF) and SIFE 
Memorial have a program called Based in Business which 
is open to all retired and transitioning Canadian Forces 
members interested in entrepreneurship. I filled up the 
application, signed and sent it.  I knew that  a new chapter 
of my life has began in December 2011 when I was ac-
cepted to attend and be a part of the program to be held 
in July 2012 at the Memorial University in Newfound-land, 
all expenses paid. All I need to bring is my guts and every-
thing I have learned, wisdom and experience.  I thought I 
was so lucky. 

After a few weeks, I received a phone call from Mr. Shane 
Skinner, President of SIFE Memorial and Co-Project Mana-
ger of Based in Business, asking me if I wanted to attend a 
very important event in Fredericton, New Brunswick. He 
said it was an all expenses paid trip just to attend a very 
important event.   

At first I hesitated, as I was in the planning committee of 
the Cordillera Group, our first time to take part in Victoria  

 

Filipino Canadian Association's entry for the Victoria Day 
parade.  But after a few more phone calls, Mr. Skinner 
finally revealed that a part of the event was to meet His 
Royal Highness The Prince Of Wales. I was thrilled (and 
accepted his offer)!  I was more than lucky! 

I had the privilege, imagine my excitement going to a place 
I have never been before at no expense at all to meet The 
Prince. You must be kidding me! 

The participant briefing package was 11 pages. The dress 
code was  where I had a bit of a challenge because after six 
months of not wearing one, it was hard for me to fit in my 
military uniform, I cannot button my shirt and pants! The 
best I could do was shine my parade boots. 

The protocol was to address the Prince of Wales as "Your 
Royal Highness" initially and "Sir" as the conversation 
continues.  I rehearsed many times, again and again.  

May 21st, Victoria Day, my few seconds of fame finally 
came -- I got to meet face to face and even talk to His 
Royal Highness The Prince, OMG, OMG,  I was so nervous I 
was shaking all over and tried really hard to hide it.  All the 
practice of saying “Your Royal Highness” went down the 
drain, all I can say was "Sir"!  I was in cloud nine I cannot 
think of anything else to say except, "I am happy to meet 
you Sir"! The Prince asked me what kind of business I was 
interested in.  I remember mumbling, "Sir, I have always 
wanted to go into business but I have no idea how to 
start". I saw him smile, and right there I know I have his 
blessings. 

ILAW is the newsletter of the 

Victoria Filipino Canadian Association. 

Please contact bayanihancc@shaw.ca if 

 you prefer that ILAW be delivered to your email 
Inbox rather than to your mailbox  
(good for the association and the environment) 

 you are moving or have moved 

 you wish (or do not wish) to receive ILAW  

 you know Pinoys and Canadians who would like to 
receive Ilaw. 

Maraming salamat po! 

-- Sallie Cabrera and Meyen Quigley 

                                                       Editor/Writers 
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Community of Givers was Hosted a Dinner 

By Fred Ruiz 

“If we have the opportunity to be generous with our 
hearts, ourselves, we have no idea of the depth and 
breadth of love's reach.” Margaret Cho, weblog, 03-
09-04 

As a gesture of appreciation for over ten years of giving, 
Bayanihan Centre’s donors and supporters were hosted a 
simple but intimate dinner at the Centre on November 18, 
2011.  

Celebrating the Centre’s 10th Year Anniversary, the 
assembly hall was magically transformed to a dining room 
of candlelight with a subtle touch of Philippine décor so 
fitting to a western menu of roast beef, baked salmon, 
salads, wine and desserts. The atmosphere was relaxed 
and in between chuckles and  laughter, the awardees told 
stories of why they give and believe on the vision of the 
Bayanihan Cultural and Housing Society.   

In a short program, the guests were recognized for their 
in-kind donations, financial contributions, and various 
professional services support in acquiring the building and 
keeping its doors open for cultural and social projects. 
Special guests and supporters themselves, civic leader 
Helen Hughes and Victoria Councillor Charlayne Thornton-
Joe who at the time was the Acting Mayor of Victoria 
wrapped up the evening with inspirational remarks.  

Awards were given to the following donors and supporters 
as a token of our gratitude: 

Gold Giving Award ($10,000+) 
 Remedios & Domingo de Lara 
 Victoria Filipino Canadian Association 
 VFCA Carollers (c/o Seny and Jessie Narciso) 

Silver Giving Award ($5,000-$9,999.99) 
 Dr. Anthony & Elgie Jong 
 Ben and Laila Pires 
 Daisy Breuer 
 Let’s Dance (c/o Evelyn Gabriel & Jessie Chiuten) 

Bronze Giving Award ($3,000-4,999.99) 
 Agnes Todd 
 Celso Mendoza, Ph.D. 
 Nina Law 
 Peninsula Travel 
 Slegg Family 
 Bethy Layo 

 
               Marcos Cerezo (Forex Cargo) 
 Norma & Otto Duy 
 Ralph & Virgie White 
 VFCA Line Dancing (c/o Lourdes Abanto,  
                       Robert Celiz & Jessie Chiuten) 
 Victoria Filipino Canadian Seniors Association 

Good Neighbour Award 
 Urbana Kitchens 

Honourable Mention – Technical Support 
 Carl Forsberg 

Long-Standing Corporate Donors (In-Kind) 
 Mayfair Shopping Mall 
 Selkirk Montessori School 
 Re/Max 
 Thrifty Foods 

Loyal Supporters 
 Coast Capital Savings 
 Ed & Chris Araquel 
 Greg & Ollie Hawes (Fastrac & Staff) 
 Intercultural Association of Greater Victoria 
 Lorena Magsalin 
 Perle & Anita Coching 
 Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Society 
 Victoria Filipino Canadian Caregivers Association 

Media Supporters 
 Diversity Reporter 
 Monday Magazine 
 Shaw Communications 
 Times Colonist 

Civic Leaders 
 Hon. Minister Ida Chong, Minister of Community,      
                         Sport and Community Development 
 Carole James, MLA Victoria-Beacon 
 Rob Fleming, MLA Victoria-Swan Lake 
 Mable Elmore, MLA Vancouver-Kensington 
 Charlayne Thornton-Joe, Councillor of Victoria 
 Helen Hughes, Former Councillor of Victoria 

This appreciation event will not be possible without the 
help of hardworking and selfless volunteers: Sid 
Emmanuel, Dominga Passmore, Leonor Santos, Gladys 
Hozack, Lorina Miklenic, Lolita Ring, Fredilyne Ruiz, Amabel 
de Lara, Rhea Esmores, Nora Cadangan, Vina Sianen & 
Stella Castillo. 
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Leonor Santos and Carl Forsberg Honoured for Their Unselfish Services 

By Laila Pires 

On March 16, 2012, a potluck dinner was held to honour 
Carl Forsberg on his retirement and giving Leonor Santos a 
break from their duties as maintenance person and 
custodian, respectively, of the Bayanihan Community 
Centre.   

They gave countless hours of work to keep the Centre in 
good running,  clean and orderly condition. Their meti-
culous and exacting standards were well-recognized and 
appreciated.  While Carl wanted to devote more time to 
his musical composition, Leonor wanted a well-deserved 
break.  Leonor was unable to attend because of a prior 
commitment out-of-town.  Carl did the honors for both of 
them in cutting the cake.  He gave his retirement speech 
promising that he will be leaving a detailed Manual of 
Maintenance for the Bayanihan Community Centre.   

Dominga spoke on behalf of those present to mention 
Carl’s major undertakings and our appreciation.  Carl was 
 emotional in expressing his affection for all he had 
worked with at the Centre like his own family.  

Leonor continues to be an active volunteer in many of the 

activities at the Centre and readily shares her knowledge 
to keep the Centre at the same standard of cleanliness and 
order. 

Thank you very much, Leonor and Carl for the dedicated 
and unselfish services you have given for the good of the 
Filipino community and the Bayanihan!   

 

(Editor's Note: Leonor's name was omitted in error in the volun-
teer list for the 2011 Food Fiesta and Buskers Festival.  Our 
apologies to Leonor as we are aware of the many long hours she 
worked during these events.) 

PAZ Staged at the Bayanihan 

A play about the role of the complex role of the nanny and 
the emotional challenges they face as they earn their 
living caring for children in homes of people usually of 
other nationalities was staged at the Bayanihan Centre 
on Sunday, March 18th, 2012 at 3:30 p.m. The play, 
written by Alicia Payne and directed by Ana de Lara 
featured an ethnically diverse cast.  
Alicia Payne is a Toronto-based performer, writer and 
artist educator. Born to West Indian parents, she 
immigrated to Canada from England as a child. The 

Paz's Director Ana de Lara 

inspiration for PAZ comes from Alicia’s time as an au 
pair (live-in-care-giver) in France and an article she read 
about a nanny who kidnapped a child. She received 
feedback which she incorporated from Filipino Caregivers 
when she reworked the play.  

Ana de Lara (Born Ana Bartulabac) immigrated to Canada 
from the Philippines at the age of seven.  She grew up in 
Victoria, BC and studied acting at Presentation House Film 
and Theatre School in Vancouver, under the direction of 
Catherine Caines and Anthony Holland.  De Lara's films 
have screened internationally at numerous festivals 
including the Rhode Island International Independent Film 
Festival and the Montreal World Film Festival. She has 
received funding and support from the BC Arts Council and 
the National Film Board, and is a Women in the Director's 
Chair alumnae.  She has also worked as an acting instructor 
for numerous schools, including the Screen Actors Studio, 
the Victoria Motion Picture School, and the Pacific Film and 
New Media Academy.  She is the daughter of Fred and 
Linda Bartulabac.  Fred is currently the president of the 
Victoria Filipino Canadian Seniors Association. 
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Connecting Cultures:  VFCA Introduced the Philippines to Victoria 

On February 3, 2012, the VFCA hosted an evening 
showcasing Filipino history and culture at the 
Bayanihan Community Centre. Five members of the 
Filipino community shared their knowledge of 
Philippine history, migration, the socio-economic 
conditions of Filipino migrants in Canada, and 
contributions of Filipinos to the Canadian community 
to invited guests from different cultural groups and 
faith communities.    

The guests were welcomed by the presidents of the 
VFCA, Bayanihan, Seniors and Caregivers and shown a 
sampling of Filipino hospitality, friendship and 
cultural pride.  The evening was part of the 
Connecting Cultures project of the federal and 
provincial governments, in cooperation with 
Community Arts Council of Greater Victoria and the 
Arts Centre at Cedar Hill.  

 The project was launched in November 2011 with an 
event put on by local Metis. Other participating 
groups were the Portuguese community (Feb. 26), 
the Italian community (March 11).  

Roberto Maralag and Ed Araquel, our own featured Connecting 
Cultures artists, are mentoring our youth artist Alexandria de 
los Reyes (in the middle in the picture above holding her own 
piece of art) and Nando Castillo. The events lead up to a 
multicultural art show May 14-26 at the Cedar Hill Recreation 
Centre. 

Philippine History Series Concluded 

The Philippine History Series resumed on Monday, March 5, 
2012 at the Bayanihan Centre with a presentation by Dr. Oscar 
Perez de Tagle on Magellan’s Circumnavigation and the 
Discovery of the Philippines. The succeeding lectures were: 

 March 12, Mon. New Expeditions to Filipinas and 
Portuguese Conflicts 

 March 19, Mon. Conquest of Cebu and Manila & 
Discovery of Return Voyage 

 March 26, Mon. Goiti and Salcedo: Pacification and 
Evangelization of the Islands 

 April 2, Mon. Expeditions for Christianization of the 
Moros and Igorots 

 April 9, Mon. Conclusion: Christianity in the Philippines, 
1521-2011 

Dr. Oscar Perez de Tagle has a Ph.D. in Economics and 
Educational Administration from the University of Wisconsin. He 
served for 10 years as Economist-Statistician with the B.C. 
Provincial Government in Victoria, then as International 
Management Consultant with the UNDP, ADB and World Bank 
for 20 years. 

Oscar was also Adjunct Associate Professor at the University of 
Victoria and Lecturer at Camosun Community College. He has 
authored a Catholic Apologetics book for 3rd World Immigrants 
to North America published in Manila in March, 2011 and is 
currently writing a 4-volume historical fiction series entitled 
“Who Are These Filipinos?”. Oscar is a long-time resident of 
Victoria and a member of the Victoria Filipino-Canadian 
Association.  
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Filipino Youth Shine in 'In Transit' -  
A Dramatic Testament to the Resilience of Immigrant Youth  

On March 17, 2012, the Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Society (VIRCS) launched its third original theatre 
production, “In Transit,” a striking new play created and performed by immigrant and refugee youth.  

Samantha Claver, Julia Ciriaco and Tricia Vilar, all originally from the Philippines, worked with other young people from 
Indonesia, Chile, Egypt, China, and Morocco to create an original presentation on the challenges of relocating to a new 
country and culture. 

Samantha Claver, or Sam as she likes to be called, had distinguished herself in previous dramatic presentations of VIRCS, 
including “Where is Home.”  In 2011 she received the Representative for Children and Youth’s Award of Excellence for 
Youth Leadership for her work with Project Respect, the youth sexualized violence prevention program of the Victoria 
Women’s Sexual Assault Centre.  

Julia Ciriaco is a multi-talented young 
woman who contributed not only her 
dramatic skills but also her musical talent 
to the production.  She sang and played 
her original compositions during the 
show.  

Tricia Villar is a student at Victoria High 
School who has lived the high and low 
points of a young person transplanted 
from her roots as a recent immigrant to 
Victoria. 

 
Together they shared different stories of immigrant life in Canada, doing so with heartbreaking candor and honesty. The 
stories they portrayed included the assassination in the Philippines of a mother who worked for social justice in 
indigenous communities, and the conflict of a mother and her daughter in Canada – with the mother giving up her own 
dreams to work the night shift to provide for her family, and the daughter torn between her own life and living up to her 
mother’s expectations. 

One of the young performers summarized the theme of “in Transit” thus: “I came to this country for freedom, but I’m 
trapped. Trapped between two worlds. That tears me apart.”  

All the performances were followed by an interactive discussion where the audience discussed the issues raised by the 
young performers.  “In Transit” was largely the work of the cast but they were supported by Yasmine Kandil, a drama 
teacher originally from Egypt who is working on a Doctor of Philosophy degree in Applied Theatre at UVIC.  Enrique 
Rivas, born in Venezuela, composed and played music for the presentation. The project was coordinated by Danny Tes 
of VIRCS, who is from Cambodia. 

Congratulations Graduates! 
 
     
MICHAEL EJ TONGCO,  
    Spectrum Secondary School 
MATTHEW TORRALBA, St. Andrew's   
    High School 
DANIEL UMALI, St. Andrew's Elementary School 
LOUIZA VALDERAMA, Spectrum Secondary School 
JOSEPH YUSON, St. Andrew's High School  

KRIS AMES, Claremont Secondary School 
RAYMOND CABRERA, Reynolds Secondary School 
CLARICE IVORY ENRIQUEZ, Mt Douglas Secondary School 
DEVON JOHNSON, St. Andrew's High School 
KYLE JOHNSON, St. Joseph's Elementary School  
GINA PINANGAT, Business Administration, UVic 
RAFFAEL RIVERA, Mt Douglas Secondary School  
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Youth and Parents Got a Free Basketball Clinic 

VFCA’s first basketball clinic for youth [10-18], directed and coached by Eli Pasquale and assisted by his sons, Isaiah and 
Manny, was a huge success, according to the 19 participants and their parents. The clinic was held on Saturday, May 26, 
at the Royal Oak Middle School gym from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Morning was spent in skills training – ball handling, turning, 
passing, throwing, listening, watching. The boys were focused on Eli’s quick instructions in a clear and commanding 
voice.  Players and parents alike listened intently.  Parents felt they were getting a free clinic themselves!  

By afternoon, the boys drilled one-on-one and were divided into groups for friendly matches closely watched by the 
coaches.  The interest and enthusiasm remained high through the day.   

Parents expressed their gratitude for the clinic and the boys were thrilled to have been taught by one of Canada’s best.  
Eli  was inducted into the Canadian 
Basketball Hall of Fame in 2003 and 
in the Basketball BC Hall of Fame in 
2004.  He led the UVic team to five 
straight Canadian University 
Championships.  He was drafted by 
the Seattle Supersonics in 1984 and 
was a member of Canada's Olympic 
basketball program for 15 years.  

Players were given a certificate with 
the group photo and signatures of 
the Pasquale coaches at the end of 
the clinic.  They left with big, 
satisfied smiles asking when the next 
clinic will be.  

Consular Outreach Program in Victoria A Success 

By Annette Beech 

The Consular Outreach Program held on April 21,2012 was a 
tremendous success with a 135 participants from Nanaimo, 
Campbell River, Edmonton Alberta, Duncan and Victoria. The 
workshop would not have succeeded without the concerted 
effort, time and energy of VFCCA Board members who 
volunteered.  

Thanks to Nora Kirby, Jojo Partosa, and their team for 
the excellent meal. Thanks to my team in organizing 
the program especially to Hazel Madayag, Shirley 
Ronco, Miechel Micabalo and RJ for checking their 
requirements.  

Special thanks to Deputy Consul General Anthony 
Mandap and Labatt Bernie Julve and their staff for 
taking the time from their busy schedules to provide 
this program to us in Vancouver Island. My deepest 
appreciation and thanks to MP Randall Garrison for his 
attendance and support.  

Thank you also to Mary Jetko (VFCSA), Sid Emmanuel 
(BCHS), Laila Pires ( VFCA) and Dominga Passmore 
(VFCA)for their support, for giving us the opportunity 
to serve our kababayans in using the Bayanihan 
Centre, as well as for the use of the printer.  

We will be continuing to hold the Consular Outreach 
Program next year, as an annual activity. Hope to see 
more of our kababayans next year. 
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VFCCA Celebrated its 25th Anniversary with Dinner & Dance Valentines Party  

By:  Hazel Madayag 

On February 11, 2012, the VFCCA celebrated 25 years of 
success, and reaching out with love and help to the 
Filipino community on Vancouver Island, with a dinner 
and dance at Harbour Towers in the heart of Victoria. The 
event was well attended by people from the Filipino 
community, civic leaders, the Canadian community, 
families and friends. It was a night of fun games and a 
celebration of good leadership attended by 130 people. 

Members of the Parliament attended this event in spite of 
their hectic schedules. MP Randall Garrison and MP 
Denise Savoie offered their support for Filipino 
immigrants’ problems and concerns. They both showed 
their interest of extending their best help to the Filipino 
community. 

The highlight of the celebration was the giving of awards 
to compassionate and dedicated volunteers for their 
extra-ordinary contributions to the association. The 
highest award (Leadership Award) was given to Nora Kirby 
and Annette Beech for their valuable efforts in upholding 
the mission and vision of VFCCA.   Juliana Partosa and 
Linda Bartulabac received Recognition  Awards for the 
help they have given to caregivers for 25 years.  An 
Appreciation Award was given to Henry Partosa for his 

invaluable contribution as the most consistent volun-
teer for many years.  

The most awaited part of the celebration was the search 
for Ms. VFCCA 2012 (Shirley Ronco), Ms. Valentine 2012 
(Victoria Jetko), Mrs. Valentine 2012 (Leoma McDonald) 
and Senior Valentine 2012 (Linda Bartulabac).  

It was an unforgettable evening celebrating 25 years of 
unity, hope, and the true spirit of volunteerism. 
Mabuhay VFCCA!!! 

VFCCA Offered Emergency Childcare First-Aid and CPR Level C Course 

By: Shirley  Ronco 

On March 24. 2012, 27 participants  attended the Red 
Cross Emergency Childcare First-Aid and CPR Level C 
course organized by Annette Beech and other VFCCA 
executive board members.   Those who attended were 
given training in injury prevention, safety education, 
recognizing and treating conscious and unconscious 
choking emergencies, breathing problems, adult CPR, child 
CPR, infant CPR and two person CPR (Level C).  They also 
learned how to recognize and treat heart attack, angina, 
and stroke and were educated on how to treat burns, 
fractures, poisoning and injuries from falls and other 
childhood related emergencies. 

Research shows that individuals who have first-aid training 
can reduce personal injuries by as much as 45%. 

The First Aid course was offered to proactively enhance 
the skills of OFW’s, new immigrants and care-givers so as 
to help them in effectively entering the British Columbia  
workforce.  A group rate offered by Alert First Aid, that 
conducted the course, and the time and place of the 

classroom were arranged carefully so as to be affordable 
and comfortable to all who attended. 

Feedback included this comment: "This course was clear, 
well organized and very interesting.  Our experienced 
instructor was able to answer all questions enthusiastically 
and welcomed whole class participation.  The scenarios 
presented were excellent, interesting and reflected lifelike 
potential accidents that we might encounter in real life”. 

The Red Cross Emergency Childcare First-Aid and CPR Level 
C course is approved by the BC Provincial Com-munity Care 
Facilities Branch.  Red Cross First Aid and CPR programs are 
required by Canada Labour Code Regulations and National 
Occupational Health and Safety Regulations. This important 
first aid certification will help VFCCA members to save lives 
and is also a much sought-after addition to their resumes. 

Many thanks to the VFCCA executive team for organizing 
this important course with a special thank you to Annette 
Beech for taking the time and determination to making this 
happen. 
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VFCCA Western Union Jobs Fair and Immigration Workshop 2012 

By: Roberto RJ Celdran 

The recently concluded Victoria Filipino Canadian Care-
givers Association (VFCCA) Immigration Work-shop and 
Western Union Money Mart Jobs Fair held on February 
2012, which catered to over seventy (70) Overseas Filipino 
workers, was a big success.  

The Western Union Money Mart Jobs Fair took place in 
the first half of the morning. Around five (5) Wes-tern 
Union representatives participated in the event which 
included Store Marketing Coordinator Marvin Coronia, 
and Western Union C.E.O. Blaine Booth. Informative 
topics were tackled including the importance of regulation 
done by FINTRAC (Financial Transactions and Reports 
Analysis Centre of Canada) on Canadian-based online 
money transfer com-panies, and also about available jobs.  

Vacant job positions are store operations supervisor/ 
manager, store clerk etc. The representatives echoed to 
the participants that they do not necessarily re-quire strict 

job requirements—they want someone who is fun, has 
passion in his/her work, and has a proactive personality. 

The seminar workshop talked about the necessary steps 
that an applicant needs to accomplish before submitting 
his/her permanent residency application form. Facilitated 
by Darla Tomeldan, legal advocate of West Coast Domestic 
Workers Association (WCDWA), she shed light on personal 
concerns and inquiries made by many of the attendees. 
Among the topics discussed covered areas including a 
spouse/depend-ant in the PR application; sponsoring a 
spouse/dependant; ironing out matters of divorce and 
other personal and immigration issues.  

The seminar lasted for close to 7 hours in which Ms. Darla 
taught the applicants on the proper way of filling out the 
necessary forms in their PR application according to the 
immigrant class they fall under. In the last hour of the 
seminar, a one-on-one consultation between the app-licant 
and the legal advocate was held. 

 
"Serving the Filipino- Canadian community in the Greater Victoria area" 

PHONE: 250-8854904, 778-4264400 
 

SERVICES OFFERED: 
* BALIKBAYAN Box/Cargo Express (UMAC) - Mabilis at maaasahan, kahit saan man sila naroroon. 
* Money Remittance - Higher exchange rate, Lower service fees. 
* The Filipino Channel (TFC) subscription - Watch the shows you want when you want. 
* Sari sari store Online  
 
Check us out on Facebook:  "Mabuhay Enterprise" for our daily exchange rate and exciting promos 
Email: kabayanvictoria@gmail.com 

www.mabuhayonline.ca 
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VFCSA Barn Dance Extravaganza 

By Dalma Corbo 

The VFCSA ( Victoria Filipino Canadian Seniors Association ) 
had their first fundraiser for the year, the Barn Dance 
Extravaganza.  It was a Barntastic Event, lots of fun and a 
great success! Very well attended by our young and not so 
young farmer wannabes.  The venue was done up with a 
cool decor of egg cartons, jute bags of corn and husks.... 
we would have liked to have brought in the cows, pigs and 
a chicken coop but due to health reasons and space 
restrictions, we decided to leave them back at the farm 
where they have more space to roam around. 

Guests enjoyed a delicious meal cooked to perfection by 
Connie and her culinary group.  

The dance mix was great.  Everyone on the floor boogied 
and cha cha-ed the night away.  Great dancers from Glad  

Tidings group, as they danced the "Salakot" (big hats 
decorated with flowers).  Thank you for coming to perform 
and we hope that you will do it again another time. 

Lastly, a huge THANK YOU to ALL who helped with the 
event!  A special thank you to all our donors for both door 
prizes and giveaways.  We are very grateful for your 
continued support. 

On behalf of the VFCSA and our President Fred Bartulabac 
and the rest of the organizing committee, THANK YOU ALL 
FOR COMING. 

Our next upcoming event will be the Halloween Dinner 
and Dance on October 27th, 2012.  Don't forget to mark 
your calendar. This event is always sold out so make sure 
to get your tickets early.  It will be  well publicized in 
advance, so don't say we didn't warn you. 

Filipinos Observed Holy Week 2012 with Pabasa at the Bayanihan 

Members of the Filipino community observed the solemnity of Holy Week with a Pabasa held on Good Friday, April 6, 
2012, at the Bayanihan Centre, from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m. Volunteers led by Ludy Racoma provided food for all who joined 
the event. 
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Tagalog Classes at the Bayanihan  2012 VFCA Paid Members 

Hazel Madayag is teaching Tagalog/Filipino Language 
classes in the boardroom of the Bayanihan Community 
Centre every Sunday at 5 p.m. for 1 ½ hours each session.   

Course objectives are: 
1. To acquire a large working vocabulary that will enable 

the    student to express himself/herself in everyday 
situations 

2. To learn the Filipino alphabet and the language 
structure 

3.  To learn to read and pronounce Tagalog words 
4.  To develop listening skills to be able to understand the 

language 
5.  To get a lot of practice in conversational Tagalog. 

 

Level 1: Beginners 
For those with little or no experience speaking the Filipino 
language. Classes will cover vocabulary, pronunciation, 
grammar and simple, everyday dialogues. 
Duration: 8 weeks  

Level II: Intermediate 
For those who completed Level 1 or who already have the 
listening and simple conversational skills. Classes will cover 
more vocabulary specific to the needs of the students 
(travel, business, social functions), including common 
phrases, sentence structure with verb conjugations; to 
provide more practice in pronunciation and conversation. 
Duration: 8 weeks 

Level III: Continuing 
Classes will emphasize reading, long conversations on an 
assigned topic, more complex sentence structure and 
vocabulary. 

Handouts are given at each class.  
Register by emailing lailapires@shaw.ca  
Cost: $12/session 

Rene and Lourdes Abanto, Esmeraldo Agbulos, Virgilio 
Agbulos, Maricel Ames, Nonong Andolong, Sarah Lyn Atud, 
Ireneo and Merian Ayala, Annette Beech, Nora Cadangan, 
Stella Castillo, Harry and Jessica Celeste, Roberto and 
Corazon Celiz, Ashley Charland, Jesse and Cynthia Chiuten, 
Nenette Cookson, Erik Deutscher, Otto and Norma Duy, Nelfa 
Emmanuel, Sid Emmanuel, Angela and Rosemarie Empig, 
Rhea Joyce and Rhett Esmores, Nina Francisco, Danny and 
Evelyn Gabriel, Geremy and Geramel Galapon, Leonie 
Gapang, Marie Aimee and Michael Gavar, Luzvi-minda 
Gornez, Eva Hamilton, Gladys/ Kim/ Josh Hozack, Connie 
Hunt, Andrea Johnson, Riza Jubilo, Arianna and Christine 
Kimayong, Gina Lagata, Benjamin and Flordeliza Legaspi, 
Vabbeza Limcaco, Beni and Lani Lopez, Soledad Magnaye, 
Violeta Magnaye, Flora Martin, Celso Mendoza, Lorina 
Miklenic, Julie Namoco, Jess and Seny Narciso, Geralyn 
Nonesa, Josie Nonesa, Brenda Oliveros, Nathy Orticio, Eleny 
Park, Gheorghe Palanciuc, Dominga Pass-more, Gina 
Pinangat, Maribel Pintucan, Laila Pires, Lydia Pugan, Jose and 
Ludy Racoma, Lolita Ring, Robert and Minda Rogerson, 
Fredilyne Ruiz, Romeo and Marcella Sanglap, Leonor Santos, 
Luz Santos, William Stewart, Pat Stewart, Chau Tong, Dave 
and Rose Townsend, Maribel Tugonon, Gordon and Maribel 
Wood. 

Upcoming Events 

June 16 

Philippine Independence Day Dinner & Dance 

Cedar Hill Recreation Centre, 6pm to midnight 

tickets:  $20 

Dominga 250-882-8025, Lorina 250-514-4426 

 

June 23 

Manila Chamber Singers Concert 

First Metropolitan Church 

7pm (doors open at 6pm) 

tickets:  $20 

Laila 250-479-8781, Dominga 250-882-8025 

 

June 30 and July 1 

A Flavour of Canada 

(food kiosk at the Inner Harbour) 

 

July 8 

Annual Filipino Food Fiesta 

Bayanihan Community Centre 

 

August 11 and 12 

VFCCA Volleyball Tournament 

Registration June 2 to July 31 

Annette 250-382-3701 
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Tagalog Books at the Greater Victoria Public Library  

Aiyang Ma, multicultural services librarian at the Greater Victoria Public Library informed the BCHS 
that the Library has recently added a pilot Tagalog book collection for both adult and children to 
their World Languages collection at the downtown Central Library.  

The adult books are housed in the World Language collection on the 2nd floor of the library and the 
children's collection is located in the children's department on the main floor. All the items are fully 
catalogued and searchable in the GVPL catalogue at www. gvpl.ca. Holds can be placed on items for 
pickup at your nearest GVPL branch. 

For a complete list of Tagalog books, please email bayanihancc@shaw.ca. 

Philippine Human Rights Delegation Visited Victoria 

On Friday, April 13, 2012, a delegation from the 
Philippines came to the Bayanihan Center in Victoria to 
update the community on the human rights situation in 
the Philippines. The delegation included Bishop Norman 
Reuel Marigza, General Secretary of the United Church of 
Christ in the Philippines and Vice-Chair of the National 
Council of Churches in the Philippines; Dr. Merry Mia-
Clamor, Coordinator, Council on Health and 
Development and former political detainee; Angelina 
Bisuña Ipong, Coordinator of Samahan ng mga Ex-
Detainee Laban sa Detensyon at Aresto (Association 

of Ex-Detainees Against Detention and Arrest) and former 
political detainee.  

The delegation shared reports and recommendations of 
Philippine churches and human rights organizations to the 
Second United Nations Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of 
the Philippines in June 2012. Victoria was one stop in the 
group’s multi-city visit that included Ottawa, Toronto, 
Montreal, Winnipeg, and Vancouver where they met with 
members of the Canadian Parliament, other government 
officials, churches, civil society organizations, media outlets 
and Filipino communities. 

 
Money Remittance Service 

Accredited Remittance Tie-up with PNB 

 

Remittance and Other Services: 

 Remit via PNB Remittance (30 minutes lang, tanggap 

na nila!) 

 Open a peso savings account (Global Filipino Money 

Card) through our tie-up with PNB Vancouver 

 We are also an agent of RIA and Transfast - money 

remittance for pickup at any MLhuiller pawnshop or 

for deposit to any Philippine bank 

Products for Sale: 

 Filipino groceries 

 Oriental goods 

 phone cards 

 other products 

 

Coming soon: Philippine flag  

jersey jackets! 

Location:  1121 Blanshard Street (very close to St. Andrews Church,          Telephone: 250-590-3469 

in between Brown Bros. and Subway)                                                          Cell: 250-884-9730 



  

  
Page 16 

 
  

Zumba Fitness and Zumba Gold will be 
offered again in June for another 
month.  At least 15 registered members 
are needed for each class.  If interested, 
contact Jessica at jclest@shaw.ca. 

 

 

 
 

 


